Mr, Nat Hlfin, Editor, Spocial ^'"rojects 8/15/92 

U#S, Nov/3 

$400 N St. , mi 
Washington, DC 20057 

Dear Mr. ^Ifin, 

After reading your i}lVll32 "asocial Neport" thaf takes up virtually the entire cover 
with the bl5od-red 'tec followed by "The Untold St^y of the Warren Coiamission," I wonder- 
ed who could have sired such a frightoningdy ugly bastard. You edit special projects, tliis 
iJl^ely is a ’'sp(^cial" r( 3 port, so I assune you. If not, will you please route this to the 
man who had sO' little personal and professional self respect that he would hippodrome his 
regurgitatmpn on tlie ancient and soured cud as ’’the untold story mid who/je concept of 
re^onsible journalism is to tell your readers tliat the Warren -^^port was correct because 
its staff says it v/as correct and whose personal and professional integrity demanded that 
no indep<3ndent authority be consulted^. 

V/ith no reason to believe tliat those who would publish such a spectacularly""i*'dishonest 
abandonment of traditional journalistic standards could have any interest in a detailed 
dommontary on it I do not provide such a commentary. However, I do tell you that you(pl) 
lied, distorted, misrepresented and used as your exclusive sources those v/ho failed the 
nation in that time of great stress and ever since. 

What did you expect th(?m to say other than that black is wliite, up^is down? Did ymu 
e^^ect tliem to condemn themselves and to boast of their failures? 

^ou (again pl)/vest your personal and professional reputations on this? VMthout con- 
cern, without shame? 

^^y work has never been the pursuit of any assassination whodunit. In my seven books 

there is not a single conspiracy theorji:. I have in fact been the not infrequently credited 

source of stories debunking them in papers you read, including the Iff Timor, and the Wx 

Post anl^tlie^^t. Louis Post-Dispatch. 'Journalistic indifference to factuality and acc^acy 
A 

in my books on the JilC assassination ,and it^ official investigations led to^ the thrust of 
my work, as I am certain your wife's colleague, who Icnows it and me very well will tell her 
and you, into an ind( 3 pth s*t* udy of the f unctioning and non-functioning of tlie basic insti- 
tutions of our society in that time of great stress and ever since. The press in all its 
forms is in a society like ours one of these basic institutions. It failed us then and^ it 
fails us now in tliis disgraceful, self-characterizing "special report." 

8o, the whoring press whoring and serious illnesses further limiting what I can do/I 
servo tlie role of making a record for. history, whether or not it is ever consulted, as I 
bedievo in the future it may well be. *^nd in tliis sense I welcome the to me astounding 
dishonesty and sycopliancy of tliis "special report" thaA ranges from what would not bo 



accepted from a reunonubly intelligencfe high-achool atudcnt to what would make a failure 
of a college thesis. 

V/hat you (pi) evolved- and so sliamelessly published is so obviously bad and faulted 
it is not necoiwwry for me to write Rtff^g^about it for those wlio in the future may be 
interested iin ho'/ the i)ross functioi^ ind malfunct^ after its disgraceful failure when 
the fresidcnt was assassinated. % highlighting will be adequate for those who know^ 
anything at all about the established and unciuestionable fact of t)ie assassination and 
its invoiitigations* 

V/hilo tliero is no reason to believe thiit those v/ho would vest their rcjputations on 
so '..rjE^diodly terrible an article could have any interest in tlie truth if not also in 
learning liow their trust was imposed upon by th<5ir sources, from thi:’> highlighting and 
memory tluit is not as good at 7^ as, it once was I am (luite prepared to document wliat I 

say herein and for it to be taj^e-recorded. 

As an example of imposed-upon trust, where you say that Bobby ICennedy denied the 
Uomnissiim the use of the autopsy film, you citf?/4rlen Specter s memo saying that con- 
sideration of this film was essential. I publishd that memo y<!ars ago. Along with one 
about which either he did not tell you or you supi)re3sed, another of his memos in which, 
consistent with his career o^ covering hii# own ass, ho told thes Commission that ^obby 
hacT a*ep" said that it could have and use anytliing it needed, including*, this. 

And I also published years ago aii^in facsifliile t}io pugojj/ of a V/arron Commission 
executive session transcript - classified "TOP Secret" by the Commission tliat lacked any 
aut/)ority to classify anything - in i/liich Kankin told McCloy tliat they in fact liad 
those pictures. (enclosed) 

^ou say that at his 1/20/64 meeting with the staff Warron told them tliat "truth 
is our onihj client." There were two staff memos o>n that meeting. Beithor says tliis. 

^ut what nay interest you is that V/arron told the staff he took the job because if he 
did not there laight be "40 million lives" lost, a rather original way of saying there was 
no conspiracy, and that Howard V/illens omitted this in his bobtailed account of tliat session, 
(also enclosed. The previous page is the second of a phony tivinscript Haiikin prepared of 
the session Hussell forced so he could record his disagreement with the single-bullet 
theory. V/hen ^ put that along with the SrehivoB written ststomont there is no other 
‘ Wantl^^ Russell's h^ds he encouraged ray work ubtil his dydng day, expressing 
regrot ho could not do anytliin^r to help mo.j 

Truth, alas, was ^ther tho Coioiiiis.don^s client nor yours. 

Sincerely, , 

^Wo/d \/oisberg 



»"Pl0T««» w«« part of the 
^•llDerate Dlaokaailing of Bobbj Kannodj, who was than the Attornar 

^ patolloh, POST KOHTHC, It deals wltb tbs autopsy 
1® offlolal whltovasblng! ^ 

lottors ia wMob this Cosaiisslon 

aetnally aougbVto blaae Bobby If Its Hsport would bs oritlolssd or 
found uMceeptable. Tbs altsmatlTo - the blaoksall - was that the 
Ra5Ji“w^®“ call Bobby as a witness and bleed bln a little TOre. 

HlekoT^*w4li’*h''°*““>,*® oxoept the lunoh ho waa haying at his 

ho®a whan his oXdaz* bpobhap waa IcXXXad *Fh<* r«‘^>iahye _ n 

““ r^par?«S? S J^Wo^toyXr** 

toa trustad Hioholas daB, Kataanbach who, as Bobby* a adviaar and 
hlMkLil!r°*^ ***^“ nnhldden throat, tUs 

_ Coaparing Vlllana* account of what Vhrren aald with th«t 

.n indioation of Tt^^o^d^S^S^rf 

•““"W February ir,19fA ■ 

TO: . Files 

FRCM: Melvin A. Eisenberg 

SUBJECT: First Staff Conference (January 20, I96V) 

On January 20, 1964, Chief Justice Warren met with the staffs 

After brief Introductions, the Chief Justice discussed the circum- 
stances under which he had accepted the chairmanship of the Commission. 

When the position had first been offered to him he decUned it, 
on the principle that Supreme Court Justices should not take this 
kind of role. His associate Justices concurred In this decision. 

At this point, however. President Johnson called him. The President 
stated that rumors of the most exagerrated kind were circulating In 
this country and overseas. , Some rumors went as far as attributing 



the assassination to a faction within the Government wishing to see 
the Presidency assumed by President Johnson. Others, if not quenched, 
could conceivably lead the country Into a war which could cost 
40 million lives. Ho one could refuse to do something which might 
help to prevent such a possibility. The President convinced him 
that this was an occasion on which actual conditions had to override 
general principles. ' • 

The Chief Justice then discussed the role of the Comralsslon. ‘ : . 

He placed emphasis on the importance of quenching nimors, and " ' 

precluding future speculation such as that which has surrounded the 
d[eath of Lincoln. He emphasized that the Commission had to determine 
the truth, whatever that might be. - • . . 

2k 



January 21, 196’< 



btllORAlHUU:-*. FOR THE l^COlffl 



From: .:>Horvard P. Willons 

KV 

Rs: Staff meeting of January 



20, 196i^ 



On the above date members of the staff who were on 
duty attended a staff meeting at wlii.ch the Chief Justice war. 
present. In addition to the Chief Justice, l-!r. Rankin and 
myself, the follo'.ring persons were presenrt: Messrs. Hubert, 

Bell, . Redlich, Stern, Specter, Griffin, Belin, Sheffer, 
Eisenberg and Gle.wson. At the beginning of the meeting the 
Cliief Justice accounted the reccons why he undertook the Job 
as Choiiu-an of the Commission. He described his initial 
reluctance to do this when the Solicitor General and thic 
Deputy Attorney General asked him to do so. Then he accounted 
his conversation with President Johnson, which chenged his rind. 
He stated that the President was vci*y concerned regarding the 
intcrnationel repercussions of the assassination and called upon 
the Chief Justice to help. Ibc Chief Justice stated that lie 
felt under those circumstances he hod no alternative. .He 
stated that the President had instructed him to find out the 
whole tmth and nothing but the truth and that is what he 
intended to do. 



In a Decombar 11, 1972, appearance on public TV. Warren con- 
nrn.d this was his b.ll.f, that ualess h. uad.rtook this task h. 
should mot have the world would be imclmerated. Them only the 
Soviet Union had the capability of launching a nuclear attack on 
the United States. 









For those unoomfortable. with fact, this is the fact as Warren 
gave it. It is also his expression of his votive and there is no 
protest from those who served hlv in this task. 

This same belief- of mature and sophistloated men in the Ih- 
oredlble permeates the January 27 transcript. Whils it may not be 
apparent to those who have not made a detailed study of the work of 
this Commission, it is the fact. The Covmlssloners are not merely 
•bewildered, lost amd fumblimg, as they may seem to some. However, - 
the words of the transcript are such that tinderstanding these things 
is not essential to understanding what the Comnission waa up to frov 
ths first, the search for a means of foisting off a prcoonoelved 
conclusion, the deliberate hiding of what actually happened when 
JPK waa killed. ' 

Hor la there the need to take each and every occasion of the 
many this transcript provides of their dellberatlcn of whitewashing 
and compare it with their record and the evidence they suppressed to 
make comprehensible what the Commission did. Several illustrations 
are enough proof. Doing more would require a separate long book. 



Oswald As a Federal Agent - The Honinvestlgation 

The real reason for this executive session is Rankin's need 
to Involve the members of the Commission in the covering up of what 
he called the dirty rumor it had to do something about. If he had 
not he could have been held responsible. By involving the menders, 
he shifted responsibility from himself. 

The "riimor" - and it was more than that - was published more 
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It vas cuggcstcd by one of the ComnlsGlonerc that It vould be 
bclpfuX to J-fembcro of the Connalsslon If they each a p<xge proof of 
Chapter I of the proi>o6cd Report qo soon as it Is obtained from the 
Public Rrlntor for tholr oxajalnatlon* Tba Oaneral Co\mo«l vas 
thereupon Instructed to make arrangements for delivery of such page 
proof to each of the Conmlssloners promptly upon receipt of the same 
from the Public Printer. 

A Motion vas made, seconded and carried that there be provided 
ICX) copies of the Report and lisarlngo bound in buckram for the 
Conmlssloners to distribute as they may determine and that In addi- 
tion 500 copies of Just the Report be provided for such distribution. 

A Motion vas m ad e , seconded and caz*rled that leather bound copies 
of the Report and Hearings vlth the names of the proposed recipients 
stamped on them In gold be provided for the President and such jxeroons 
as he might select, for members of the Kennedy family In accordance 
vlth the direction from the White House, and for the Commissioners. 

A Motion vas made, seconded and carried that one set of the 
Report and Hearings vlth the proposed recipient's none stamped in gold 
be furnished each of the staff members vbo have been vlth the Commis- 
sion a substantial period of time in the vork of the investigation 
and preparation of the Report. 



of ^ ejoauisaionors read this fake transcript so long after the 
ussion s life ended there vas nothing he could }iave done. Ho would 
I seen that this and succeeding pagos are scloctiva paraphrases, not 
atiu transcriptionr,. It Txas in this way that Senator Russell's 
tctlons to the Report were ox^:unr?cd fron the record - 

5 
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excerpt prom execotiv e session t ranscript of 1/21/61^ 






vx. are i.-,aking to the FBi and the Secret Service and 



cveryhoey else. Wo would like you to have tliat. That will^give 
ycu a really good picture along vjich che oynop-i- you hav 
what wo think might ho oomo rurthor guidance in -thi= Turthor pic- 

■euro. 

IS that the kind of thing, senator Cooper, that you had in 
wind, v;ould clicU bo helpful? 



Sen. Coopar. Yes, I knov; v/e 






I -choucfbc after that even at this 
rcir;cd in your ov.»n mind abouc 



have CO finish the agenda but 
point, there have boon quo ct ions 



i’j?oout ciroction. 



son. cooper, hnd in our ovm mind, I hove one or two it mignt 
kc vrall to discuss it- 

I.1r. HeCloy. lot me ask you about this rsv, material business 
that is hero, vrnat doos it consist of? boos it consist of tho raw 
triterial of the autopsy? They talk about the coloi-od photographs 
of tho Frosidcnfs body — do v;o have those? 

:.te. Rarf:in. Ves, it is part of it, a small part of it. 

Mr- licCloy. Are thoy hero? 

Mr. Uanl:in. Yas. But wo don’t have the minutes of the 
autopsy, and wa asl-.od for that because wc wanted to see what doctor X 
said about something while he was saying it, to see vActhor it is 
supported by the conclusions in the autopsy and so forth, and than 
XX hove volumes of material in which people have purported to have 
said, or say to various agents certain things, they arc not s^«s:n. 




. -I to\ Doauite later contrary pro- 

This is ^ 35 of ths did hav. "ths colored 

tSsos, Baskin is her. picture. This th.r« i«s 



